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President’s Message 

  
 

This Winter Season has been a busy one 
for BOH members and health official.  
We are presently experiencing 
numerous cases of measles, Rubeola, 
reported in multiple areas across our 
country.  Recently, according to the 
CDC, “695 individual cases of measles 
have been confirmed in 22 states across our nation…
the second-greatest number of cases reported in the 
U.S. since measles was eliminated in 2000.”; and, 
New Jersey is not exempt. The reemergence of 
numerous cases of measles has sparked renewed and 
vigorous debate over the issues of mandatory 
vaccinations and exemptions thereof.  This debate 
begs the questions: How do you accommodate 
opposing positions; and, what is the individual’s 

obligation, be it active or passive participation, 
in promoting health and wellbeing in their 
society?  The transmission of communicable 
diseases is a great concern, but it is only one of 
many public health issues that invoke passion 
and controversy.  Educating the public can be 
and is a major component in influencing 
behavior, and, it is an important function of 
local health departments.    

The NJLBHA, your Association, is working 
towards developing boards of health, and 
increasing board membership across our State. 
We continually encourage board members to 
learn about their role and responsibilities and to 
develop a close collaborative and collegial 
working relationship with their Health Officer.  
It is this shared endeavor that results in policy 
development by the board and the delivery of 
health services by the Health Officer and the 
Director of the Health Department.  

NJLBHA with other members of PHACE, 
(PHACE a group of six public health 
organizations working together to advance 
public health), continues to advocate for public 
health funding, and celebrated Public Health 
Week, April 1-April 5th.  with Proclamation, 
signed by Governor Murphy and Lieutenant 
Governor Oliver.  It was a week of meeting and 
engaging in discussions with our state 
legislators and attending hearing on public 
health concerns. Pictures of our display with 
representing members and a copy of the 
Proclamation are contained within this 
Newsletter.   
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If you would like to contribute articles to a future 

newsletter please submit them to Editor Valerie 

Williams at  news@njlbha.org . 

In This Issue 

mailto:news@njlbha.org


2 

 

Continued from p. 1 

Your Associations Executive Board is composed of active and retired members from Boards Of Health across 
our State and we encourage your participation by joining the Association and the Executive Board.  Another 
component of your responsibility as board members is voting for representatives to serve as officers on the 
Executive Board.  Shortly, you will receive by mail, a slate of candidates requesting your vote.  This will also 
be an opportunity to select one member from your board to serve.        

The Annual Election Meeting and Educational Seminar will be held on June 29, 2019 at which time ballots 
will be counted.  Attendees at the meeting will have the opportunity to submit write-in candidates.  
Attendance is free, and a continental breakfast will be served.  We anticipate that the NJDOH Commissioner 
Dr. Shereef Elnahal, OLPH Director Shereen Semple and Executive Director of GASP Karen Blumenfeld 
will be present as guest speakers.  Additional information is forthcoming.   Please mark your calendar for this 
very important date.   

Lastly, join your state association, NJLBHA, all are welcome.  Visit our website at www.njlbha.org.  

If you have questions, would like to participate or just attend meetings, please contact me at 

President@njlbha.org.  

 

 

Christine Harris, BA, MPA, CBHM 

President  

 

 

 

 

Annual Election Meeting and Educational Seminar 

Continental Breakfast Served  

Saturday, June 29, 2019 

9:00 AM 

Middlesex County Fire Academy 

1001 Fire Academy Road 

Sayreville, NJ  

http://www.njlbha.org
mailto:President@njlbha.org
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SHOW US THE MONEY  

By Paul Roman 

Past President of New Jersey Local Board of Health Association  

  

This memorable line from the movie “Jerry McQuire” speaks volumes about our recent activities as 

members of the Public Health Associations Collaborative Effort (PHACE).  The Week of April 1-7 was 

proclaimed National Public Health Week by Governor Murphy.  While you Local Board Members were 

hopefully using the time to make your local officials aware of this and the accomplishment and needs of 

our profession, your PHACE Team was in the State House manning a huge display and providing vital 

message materials to our State Legislators and their staffs and on Friday, to all of the New Jersey’s Mayors 

at their Annual Conference with State Officials  

  

We worked hard to get our message out.  In this newsletter, you will see Governor Murphy’s 

Proclamation, our News Release, and our Position Paper (on your behalf) in regard to our need to restore 

critical Public Health Priority Funding which was terminated in 2010 due to budget issues although still 

referenced in state law (N.J.S.A 26:2F)  

  

Now is the time for each of you to step up and ask our elected state officials to “SHOW US THE 

MONEY”.  With your strong support, we may see the fruits of our labors working together for the public 

good.  Please contact Kevin G. Sumner, ksumner@middlebrookhealth.org for more information on 

PHACE.  

 

Pictured above (not in order) 

Tara Rice, Lisa Gulla, Pascal Nwako, Lynette 

Medeiro, Michele Guarneri, Rita Njoku and 

Christine Harris 
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April 1, 2019 

Recognizing National Public Health Week 2019 

 

The week of April 1-7, 2019 is National Public Health Week and the theme is “Becoming the Healthiest 

Nation: For Science, For Action, For Health”; Daily themes: Healthy Communities, Violence Prevention, 

Rural Health, Tech and Public Health, Climate Change, Global Health and Promoting Public Health Year-

Round. 

 

Since our nation’s earliest days, government has worked on behalf of citizens to protect the health of the 

public. Achievements in public health have greatly reduced the spread of infectious diseases and helped us 

identify and modify unhealthy behaviors. But guarding communities against public health risks remains a 

serious challenge. In this post-9/11 world, the threats of man-made disaster and bioterrorism are pushing the 

public health system to adapt and redefine itself. The appearance of deadly diseases such as Ebola, the 

reemergence of vaccine preventable diseases such as measles, and the opioid epidemic issue a new wake-up 

call as well. 

 

So, what is public health? It is the air we breathe, the water we drink, the prevention of disease and the 

provision of healthcare programs. In New Jersey, the primary responsibility for public health lies within each 

of the municipalities. The legal mechanism to accomplish this task is through the powers and authority of the 

local Board of Health. 

 

Each community has unique public health needs and requirements comprising individuals, community 

groups, public agencies, and private entities that are directly engaged in activities affecting the health of their 

residents.  Regardless of its governance and structure, regardless of where specific authorities are vested, or 

where specific services are delivered, everyone – no matter where they live – should reasonably expect the 

local health department to meet certain standards. In New Jersey, the State Department of Health has enacted 

“Public Health Practice Standards” to address these concerns and the diversity of community needs.  

 

Historically, public health professionals have worked largely behind-the-scenes to improve the health and 

safety of American communities. Today, public health and its leaders are in the spotlight. Strengthening 

public health systems and organizations is an enterprise of unprecedented interest. We in public health must 

capitalize on this interest by seeking new opportunities to assess and improve the ways we deliver public 

health services in our state and our communities. 

 

 

Continued on p. 5 

Public Health Advocacy Collaboration Effort (PHACE) 
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Public Health Advocacy Collaboration Effort (PHACE) 

For many years until 2010, the state budget included significant funding for local health departments. The 

Legislature recognized that there should be funds provided to support certain locally identified public health 

needs.  Due to continuing budgetary constraints, this vital support, formerly called “Public Health Priority 

Funding,” was no longer provided, even though called for in New Jersey law (N.J.S.A.26:2F-1 et seq.) 

 
The loss of support to local health departments resulted in annual budget cuts causing loss of 

preventative programs, loss of local staffing and a strain on local enforcement. Local budgets had to be 

supplemented out of local tax dollars. 

 

Today, the public health community is asking the Governor and the Legislature to reinstate this vital, 

dedicated state funding so that we may efficiently address the continuing emergence of threats to public 

health while assuring the appropriate levels of community protection which New Jersey citizens deserve! 

# # # 

 

ABOUT PHACE:  The Public Health Associations Collaborative Effort (PHACE) is the group which 

represents the six recognized organizations which are the voice of public health in NJ. The group includes NJ 

Public Health Association, NJ Association of County and City Health Officials, NJ Local Boards of Health 

Association, NJ Environmental Health Association, NJ Society for Public Health Education, and the NJ 

Association of Public Health Nurse Administrators. Together, we represent 89 local health departments, over 

450 local, county, and regional boards, and numerous other public health professionals employed in a 

multitude of settings (e.g. healthcare, hospitals, non-profit organizations, and private/public health entities). 

PHACE  

Members 
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LEGAL CORNER 
 

By Michael Richmond, Esq.  
 
 
 
 
 
The legislature has been active, but not always in the ways expected. Recreational marijuana is going 
to have a very tough path to ratification. Most observers seem to think that the issue will be on the 
November election ballot, with the outcome in a substantial question. 
 
Recently, my co-presenter Geoff Goyette and I had the occasion to make a presentation to the New 
Jersey Environmental Association, with regard to animals and health. It turned out to  be a very well 
attended and  very  actively  discussed presentation. Time cut us off from complementing the  
presentation. 
 
The presentation was based on the Center of Disease Control (CDC) program entitled “One Health”. 
This program  is directed to bring the publics’ attention to both the very positive benefits   of human 
animal interaction as well as the more negative aspects of animal human interaction. 
 
One Health has a website which can be reached at “One Health CDC". This is a great portal to the 
calming influences of animals as well as zoonotic diseases and how to avoid them. 
 
We need to understand how animals, particularly, dogs and cats are a part of our daily lives and we must 
understand how they affect our daily lives, for good and ill. 
 
Every community is required by law to have an Animal Control Officer. The Animal Control Officer 
must be certified by  taking a course of study established by the New Jersey Department of Health. 
Rabies control was the original main function of the Animal Control Officers, but their duties have 
expanded and can include performing the kennel, shelter, and  pet store inspections that health 
departments are required to perform. 
 
Animal Control Officers are also required to impound and control stray animals and animals off the 
property of the owner causing damage to property or interfering with the use of property. 
 
Whenever there is an animal bite of a human the Animal Control Officer should be involved with the 
quarantine of the biting animal and notification of the  health  department.  Whenever there is a serious 
incident between humans and a dog or between  a dog and other animals, that incident should be 
reported to the Animal Control Officer. The Animal Control Officer can decide  if a vicious dog or 
potentially dangerous dog proceeding should  be commenced. The results of those proceeding could 
result in  the dog being euthanized or having serious restrictions imposed on its housing and freedom of 
movement. 
 
Spring might be a perfect time to invite your Animal Control Officer to your meeting and have them 
tell you what is going on in the community regarding animal control. 

Take a look at the CDC One Health website located at https://www.cdc.gov>onehealth 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/
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, 

HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Township of Manalapan 

 
 

 

 

TOWNSHIP OF MANALAPAN 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

RESOLUTION No. 2019-03-05 
RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION CLARIFYING EXEMPTIONS 

FROM MANDA TORY IMMUNIZATIONS FOR STUDENTS 

 

Mrs. Frenkiel offered a motion to approve the following Resolution: 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Manalapan Township Board of Health provides public health services to the municipality of 
Manalapan Township, and ; 

 

WHEREAS, the Manalapan Township Board of Health has held and continues to hold a position in support of 

vaccination, and ; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 5, 2018 the Senate referred Bill No. 2173 clarifying statutory exemptions from mandatory 

immunizations for students to the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee for 

consideration, and ; 

 
WHEREAS, on April 5, 2018 the Assembly Health and Senior Services Committee released from Committee 
Assembly Bill No . 3818 for consideration by the full Assembly, and; 

 

WHEREAS, on January 31 , 2019 Assembly Bill No. 3818 was amended eliminating all exemptions except 

medical exemptions, and; 

 

WHEREAS, vaccines have made it possible to eradicate smallpox worldwide, saving approximately 5 million 

lives annually, and vaccines have drastically reduced the spread of potentially life-threatening diseases such as 

diphtheria a, tetanus, measles, mumps, and rubella ; and 

 

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends all states and the District of Columbia use 
their public health authority to eliminate nonmedical exemptions from immunization requirement s; and 

 

WHEREAS, encouraging high vaccination rates in New Jersey protect our residents from contracting vaccine 

preventable diseases that are found in areas with low immunization rates; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Manalapan Township Board of Health recognizes that a lack of vaccination can cause a true 
public health crisis, and that there is no credible evidence to suggest that vaccines are not safe; and 

 

WH EREAS, the New Jersey Department of Heal th 1 reported that 1 2,41 0 religious exemptions were reported 

for the 2017-2018 school year, an increase of over 2,000 from the prior year, and; 

 

WH EREA S, the scientific evidence that vaccines are safe is overwhelming2 and; 

 

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation does not preclude an exemption when valid medical contraindication is 

present, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the decrease in vaccination rates poses a serious risk to public health3 , and ; 

Phone : (732) 446-8345 

Fax: (732) 446-1576 

 

120 Route 522 

Manalapan,  NJ 07726 
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Motion Passed and Dated: March 26, 2019 

 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true cop y of a resol ut ion 

adopted by the Board of Health of the Township of  

Manalapan, County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey on 

March 26, 2019. . 

 

 
Sueann Picklo  
Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(n.d.). Measles. Retrieved 26 March 2015 from http:/ / www.cd c. gov/measles/cases- outbreak s.ht ml 

5 Fischetti, M. (2013) Too Many Children Go Unvaccinated. Scientific American. (308),6. 

 
 
 

WH E R EAS, outbreaks of vaccine preventable d diseases, such as measles, pertussis, and mump s, are on the rise4, including 

recent outbreaks in New Jersey, and; 

WHEREAS, there is concern that vaccination rates have fallen below the recommended number to provide herd immunity to pro-

tect those who cannot be vaccinated .5 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that the Manalapan Township Board of Health, County of Monmouth, State of 

New Jersey fully supports the proposed amended legislation and urges the legislature to pass the bills promptly. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage by the New Jersey State Legislature that the Manalapan Townsh p Board of 

Health urges the Governor to sign the bill into law promptly. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Office of the Governor of the State of New 

Jersey, the State Legislators representing the municipality of Manalapan Township, the Speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly, 

the President of the New Jersey State Senate, and the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Health. 

 

Seconded by Mr. Cuccia and adopted on roll call by the following vote: 

Ayes:                 
Nayes:               

NONE
Absent: NONE 

http://www.nj.gov/health/cd/statistics/imm-status-reports/
http://www.vaccines.gov/basics/safety
http://www.immunize.org/catg.d/p2069.pdf
http://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/surv-reporting.html
http://www.cdc.gov/mumps/outbreaks.html
http://www.cdc.gov/measles/cases-outbreaks.html
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Healthy New Jersey 2030 

 

  From: "DOH-Health Public" < Publlc.Health@doh.nj.gov> 

Date: Apr 1,2019 11: 02:56 AM 

 

Dear Healthy New Jersey 2030 Partners and Stakeholders: 

The New Jersey Department of Health (NJDOH) is in the early development phase of the Healthy New 
 Jersey (HNJ2030) initiative to promote, strengthen, and evaluate the State's efforts to improve the health 
and well-being of all people, and advance health equity. At this time, we are seeking qualified experts to be-
come members of the HNJ2030 Advisory Council (HNJAC). The HNJAC will be a small team comprised 
of persons external to the NJDOH who are connected to the state's overall public health system, which in-
cludes not just health departments and health care services, but community groups, researchers, non-profits, 
foundations, and other entities charged with maintaining or improving aspects of public health and safety, 
including the environment, transportation, food and nutrition, education, housing, public policy, and more. 

If you or a colleague are committed to working together to improve the health and well-being of all NJ resi-
dents and would like to help guide statewide public health improvement, please visit                   
https:www.state.nj.us/health/chs/hnj2020/about/hnj2030/hnjacjobdesc.shtml to read a complete description of 
requirements and duties and to apply to become a member. The deadline to apply is April 30, 2019.* 

If you would like to be involved in HNJ2030 but can't commit to becoming a HNJAC 

member, other opportunities will be announced later regarding topic-specific 

workgroups. 

Please feel free to share this email with others you think may be interested. 

 
Healthy New Jersey Coordinating Committee 

 
Maria Baron • Loretta Kelly • Alison Shippy • Kaitlyn Woolford • Kelly Anderson-Thomas 

New  Jersey  Department  of Health 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Although the deadline for joining the Council has passed, NJLBHA wants its 
members to know about this initiative and to be alert for future developments 
and opportunities.  

  

mailto:Publlc.Health@doh.nj.gov
http://www.state.nj.us/health/chs/hnj2020/about/hnj2030/hnjacjobdesc.shtml
http://www.state.nj.us/health/chs/hnj2020/about/hnj2030/hnjacjobdesc.shtml
http://www.state.nj.us/health/chs/hnj2020/about/hnj2030/hnjacjobdesc.shtml
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Greetings New Jersey,   

  

Happy Earth Day! More than 1 Billion people in 192 countries take 

part in what is the largest civic-focused day of action in the world. 

The Earth Day Network has monitored the planet since 1970. Let’s 

plan early for April 22, 2020 to participate in the 50th Earth Day Cele-

brations. For more information, contact: www.earthday.org.   

Also, the 2020 United States Census Bureau is beginning their recruitment process.  Please con-
tact them directly to learn more about their mission, goals, policies, and recruitment efforts at 
www.2020census.gov . 
 
We would like to thank:  The Daily Record, Asbury Park Press, Courier-Post, Star Ledger,  Home 
News Tribune, Press of Atlantic City, The Trentonian, The Jersey Journal, The Times of Trenton 
and Insider NJ for their continued support of NJLBHA and PHACE.  

http://www.2020census.gov
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Yes, count me (us) in as a part of the Association that gives New Jersey's Boards of Health and their members a 

voice in Trenton, a way to communicate among ourselves, a force for progress in public health and more 

knowledge for board members.   

 Full Board, Regular Membership  $95 

Board membership is open to municipal, county and regional Boards of Health. All board members are included 

for the calendar year. 

  Individual, Regular Membership  $20 

Individual membership is open to current members of municipal, county or regional boards of health whose full 

board is not a member. 

  Individual, Associate Membership  $20 

Associate membership is open to past Board of Health members, students, or other individuals interested in public 

health. This is a non-voting membership. 

  Institutional Membership  $95 

Institutional membership is open to organizations, including environmental groups, planning boards, or other 

municipal or county agencies, committees, commissions, or councils. This is a non-voting membership. 

 Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Email Address:  __________________________________________Phone: __________________________ 

Mailing Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Our board of health is an autonomous board 

Our board of health is an advisory board 

The governing body of our town is the board of health 

 

Please send your check or purchase order to : New Jersey Local Boards of Health  

                                                                          PO Box 5069 

                                                                                 Kendall Park, NJ 08824 

Yes, count me (us) in as a part of the Association! 

 

 Open Call  

New Jersey Local Boards of Health Association is announcing an open call to New Jersey residents, 

inviting you to submit your letter of interest for consideration in filling vacant positions on our 

Executive Board. Please Mail to NJBLHA , Attention: Mr. John Saccenti, P.O. Box 5069, Kendall 

Park, NJ 08824 

 

 

Christine Harris, BA, MPA, CBHM 

P.O. Box 5069 

Kendall Park, NJ 08824 


