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1. Call to Order at 10:25 am
2. Salute to the Flag:
3. Attendance:
· Voting EXCOM Members Present — Paul Roman, John Saccenti, Stephen Papenberg, Robert Uhrik, Steve Ember, Jojy Cheriyan, Donna Lisi
· Past Presidents Present (other than Elected Officers) — Christine Harris
· Staff Present (Legal Counsel, Paid Secretary, Webmaster, Interns) — Julie Moy
· Liaisons Present — None
· Guests Present — None 
· Excused — Diana Lachman, Laura O’Reilly–Stanzilis, Joan Valas

4. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):
December 13, 2025 – MSP – Papenberg, Saccenti
Abstain: Lisi

5. Secretary’s Report, Including Correspondence: No report

6. President’s Report:
President Roman reported that Governor Mikie Sherrill nominated Dr. Raynard Washington, PhD, MPH, as the next NJDOH Commissioner of Health. 

President Roman reported that NJ Environmental Health Association’s Annual Educational Conference is scheduled for March 1–3, 2026 at the Tropicana Atlantic City Hotel.

President Roman reported that the Social Equity Excise Fee (SEEF), was passed by the Legislature. This is a new fee for recreational cannabis growing and cultivation groups to be collected by the Treasury. The Advisory Council on cannabis will hold 3 hearings for public input on how to spend the money.  Acting Health Commissioner Brown, suggested to President Roman, that the more public health people who testify means a better chance of being heard regarding the use of funds. President Roman already testified. Dr. Lisi also is scheduled to testify from NJLBHA. Others who are testifying include Dr. Lisa Gulla, NJPHA, Lynette Medeiros, NJEHA, Linda Brown, NJACCHO, Stephanie Carey, NJ Public Health Council and others. 

7. Executive Vice President’s Report — John Saccenti
Mr. Saccenti wanted to report on the data center issue in South Brunswick. President Roman did not want to get this group involved in the midst of a political disagreement. Mr. Saccenti signed off the Zoom since he felt he could not voice his concerns to this group. While he was disconnected, Ms. Harris called him off line and spoke with him asking him to return to the call. Meanwhile President Roman explained what the situation was between Mr. Saccenti and South Brunswick in regard to his concerns for the data center that was approved by the Planning Board. The township attorney had written to Mr. Saccenti, stating that a news release, using the township seal was not authorized. The letter further stated that the township was going to hold a hearing to consider removing Mr. Saccenti from the Advisory Board of Health. Mr. Saccenti returned to the meeting. He went on to explain what has been occurring between him and the town. Mr. Saccenti requested the town to initiate a safety study of the data center. Mr. Papenberg stated that Bills A5564 and S4273 are in the hopper to study the safety and concerns of data centers. Mr. Saccenti asked EXCOM Members and others to consider testifying on his behalf. 

Dr. Lisi brought up the issue regarding the Northeast Supply Extension pipelines that will also be running through that area; this will add to the environmental concerns to the area. 

Mr. Saccenti filed our annual report to State and paid the filing fee.

8. Treasurer’s Report — Steven Papenberg
Mr. Papenberg went over the financials.

9. Presentation and Approval of Bills —
Julie Moy — December Meeting Invoice $100
John Saccenti — File fee for annual report $33
Paul Roman — Postage $117

The motion was made to authorize the payments: MSP: Cheriyan, Lisi

President Roman provided a health update on Ms. Chelenza. 

Mr. Papenberg stated that the 1099s for Ms. Moy and Ms. Chelenza are complete and will be sent out.

10. Legal Counsel’s Report — No report

11. Committee Reports:
A. By–Laws — President Roman reported on the revisions he is making to the by–laws. He sent it to EXCOM and Mr. Wisniewski to review the documents and asked for comments. 
B. Finance —
C. Membership — Mr. Papenberg reported that we have 63 board and 3 individual memberships. President Roman reported that he will be sending out the membership letters early February after he finishes the by–law edits. 

President Roman reported that he wrote a letter on Dec. 15th for Ms. Chelenza to send out, which did not go out due to her health issues. On January 6th, President Roman mailed out a formal letter to all paid boards, asking for nominations for office; he read the letter. EXCOM will vote on the By–Law revisions at the March meeting and the revised By–Laws will be sent out to the members afterwards.

D. Legislative — President Roman reported on the Tobacco Bills we testified for; a couple of the Bills were signed by the Governor, hopefully improving enforcement. Sales to minors will be restricted. 

E. Communications, Including Newsletter(s) and Website 
President Roman reported that since Ms. Chelenza is currently unable to work, he has spoken with Ms. Moy to assist with some of the projects. At this time, we will not have a newsletter issued until we can figure out how to access Constant Contact. President Roman does not have the password to access the LinkedIn. 

F. Audit
President Roman reported that he, Mr. Papenberg and Mr. Ember will meet before the February 21st meeting. 

G. Nominating 
President Roman reported that he previously explained what was done for the nominations. Letter for nominations were mailed out on January 6th to our paid member boards. President Roman explained the nomination process. 

12. Public Health Associations Collaborative Effort (PHACE)
President Roman reported their next meeting is January 26th. One topic to be discussed is the County Health Officers request to join PHACE. President Roman explained the creation and purpose of the County Health Officers group. They will also discuss the new website rollout; PHACE received a $10,000 grant from NJACCHO through the state to update the website. 

13. Public Health Institute (PHI) 
President Roman reported that they put out a notice for a webinar they are hosting. 

14. Public Health Council (PHC) — No report

15. Liaison Reports: 
Dr. Cheriyan reported on the discussions at the NJDOH DLPH meeting he attended. 

16. Old Business
Orientation Training — President Roman met with Colleen Wharton from Rutgers School of Public Health regarding the revision of the training program. She included information on NJ Environmental Health Association (NJEHA) and is finishing up the student version of the training. President Roman has to complete the update to our orientation manual to pass onto Ms. Wharton. He will meet with Ms. Wharton in March. 

Meeting Dates:
February 21		April 18		June TBD
March 21		May 9

President Roman reported the Governor Murphy gave his Final State of the State Address and did not mention public health.

17. New Business — No report
18. 	Educational Presentation (as necessary) — No report
19. 	General Discussion — No report
20. 	Announcement of Next Meeting:
	February 17, 2026, at 10:00 am

Zoom Meeting Link
https://zoom.us/j/93466224975
Meeting ID: 934 6622 4975

One tap mobile
+16469313860,,93466224975# US

21.	Adjournment: 
	Motion to adjourn at 12:09 pm: MSP: Cheriyan, Uhrik

Respectfully submitted,

  Julie M. Moy	
Julie M. Moy, Recording Secretary
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