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1. Call to Order at 10:12 am
2. Salute to the Flag:
3. Attendance:
· Voting EXCOM Members Present — Paul Roman, John Saccenti, Stephen Papenberg, Robert Uhrik, Joan Valas, Steve Ember, Donna Lisi
· Past Presidents Present (other than Elected Officers) — 
· Staff Present (Legal Counsel, Paid Secretary, Webmaster, Interns) — Julie Moy
· Liaisons Present — Derrick Webb (Mt. Olive) (NJACCHO)
· Guests Present — 
· Excused — Jojy Cheriyan, Christine Harris, Diana Lachman, Laura O’Reilly–Stanzilis
4. Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting(s):
January 17, 2026 – MSP – Papenberg, Lisi
Abstain: Valas
5. Secretary’s Report, Including Correspondence — No report
6. President’s Report:
President Roman reported that the new Acting Health Commissioner is Raynard Washington, PhD. Dr. Washington’s appointment still has to be approved by the Senate. President Roman sent a personal note to former Acting Commissioner, Jeff Brown, on behalf of NJLBHA, thanking him for his support of this organization. 

President Roman asked this EXCOM members to go to the NJDOH’s website and review the Strategic Plan and Reorganization Chart to see what their goals and objectives are.   

President Roman reported that several members from NJACCHO, NJLBHA and NJPHA testified at hearings regarding the Social Equity Excise Fee (SEEF) tax collected by the Cannabis Commission for consideration of future uses. 

President Roman reported that the NJ Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics (NJCAAP) sent us a letter thanking us for our sponsorship. 

President Roman reported that Mr. Ember sent him a note about IV Cocktail Parties held by private companies giving IV cocktails to help people feel better after ingesting other type substances. Health Officers are aware of the issue. Ms. Lisi explained how this came about in Somerset. Per Mr. Ember, the Middlesex Borough BOH is an autonomous board and will be meeting to pass an ordinance not allowing such practice in their town. Their next meeting is March 12th where they will go over the draft ordinance penned by their attorney. 

President Roman stated that he generated a report showing the progression of the NJLBHA Presidencies, average bank balances and number of members since 1997.  

President Roman reported that Governor Mikie Sherrill’s Transition Team issued her priorities report. He stated that there is no mention of public health anywhere in the report. Ms. Lisi reported that Ed Potosnak, Acting NJDEP Commissioner is her former Councilman. Mr. Potosnak is an active opponent of the Northeast Supply Enhancement (NESE) pipeline that is proposed to run through NJ.

7. Executive Vice President’s Report — John Saccenti
Mr. Saccenti provided an update on the South Brunswick’s Advisory Board of Health issue with the data center. He is trying to schedule a meeting with the Council/BOH so that the ABOH may discuss what their role and responsibilities are. Mr. Saccenti reported that he has been contacted by two reporters to write a story on the data center. He also received calls from environmental attorneys. He stated that the Council did not make the decision to approve the application; the Planning Board did. President Roman reminded everyone that at the last meeting, Mr. Papenberg stated that the Legislature has several Bills under review about the data centers. Ms. Lisi reported that she mentioned South Brunswick’s situation at the Franklin BOH meeting and they expressed interest in working with South Brunswick and letting them know what steps were taken with similar projects in Franklin. Ms. Lisi will further discuss with Mr. Saccenti offline. 

8. Treasurer’s Report — Steven Papenberg
Mr. Papenberg went over the financials.

9. Presentation and Approval of Bills — Steven Papenberg
Julie Moy — January Meeting Invoice $100
Laura Ungar — Clerical work $132
Omega Graphics — Stationary $174

The motion was made to authorize the payments: MSP: Valas, Saccenti

10. Legal Counsel’s Report 
President Roman reported that he sent the draft By–Laws to John Wisniewski, Esq. for review and is waiting for a response.

11. Committee Reports:
A. By–Laws
	President Roman stated that he sent the draft revised By-Laws out to EXCOM for review and comments. He mailed the proposed By–Laws to all paid member boards and has received some responses. He mailed them to the Clerk’s Office who forwarded them to their Board President. He received an email from Marilynn Bernstein, President of the Glenrock BOH and is trying to get a conversation with her. Ms. Valas knows Ms. Bernstein and will reach out to her. President Roman also received comments from Ms. Lisi, Mr. Ember, Dr. Cheriyan and Dr. Joseph Balwierczak, President of the Madison Borough BOH. President Roman will send the final draft to all EXCOM members to be voted on at the March meeting. 

	Dr. Balwierczak has recently had a check from a personal fund in the amount of $250 forwarded to us as our first personal grant-in aid. 

B.   Finance — No report
C. Membership — Mr. Papenberg reported he received a new membership from Palisades Park. President Roman reported that he will work with Ms. Moy on the mailing; it will be a out later than usual this year. Mailing will include the letter, booklet and invoice.
D.   Legislative — President Roman reported that he a meeting with Senator Vin Gopal, who is now the Senate Majority Leader. He will discuss the Public Health Priority Funding Bill (PHPF) and amendment to the Bill for Local Boards to add mandated education. President Roman reported that one of his Assembly Representatives, Dr. Margaret Donlon is the new Vice Chair of the Assembly Health Committee.
E. Communications, Including Newsletter(s) and Website 
	President Roman reported that Cary Chelenza is still unable to work due to her health condition. Ms. Chelenza may be able to start working on the On Board newsletter soon. Ms. Moy will assist President Roman with the membership mailing and get it out. We will try to get the On Board soon and information on LinkedIn.
F. Audit — President Roman reported that he and Mr. Papenberg met to do the annual audit and created the annual budget. President Roman went over the proposed budget for 2026. NJLBHA is in great need of funds. President Roman reported that NJLBHA has been included in his will, as one of the four organizations included as a function of the Paul David Roman Foundation, to start upon his demise. We currently do not have any funds coming in. President Roman will be meeting with Dr. Novneet Sahu and his staff on several topics including a tutorial on the structure of Local Boards of Health. Dr. Sahu is the Deputy Commissioner for Public Health Services.

The motion to approve the 2026 budget as presented: MSP: Lisi, Ember

After the March meeting, President Roman needs to meet with Mr. Papenberg and Mr. Ember to transition over the bank account and records. 

G. Nominations
  President Roman reported that he previously appointed a provisional Nominating Committee that included Saccenti, Valas, Papenberg, Uhrik and Roman (Ex Effio). He sent a letter out on December 15, 2025 to all paid members; he received no response. President Roman reported that he spoke with Joann Hill from Princeton’s BOH and Tina Mereos asking them to join; both has not decided at that time. Ms. Mereos subsequently declined the offer as she has several hats in public health currently. Ms. Hill has accepted and will be added to the slate at the March meeting for the election. Currently we do not have any external nominees from the members, therefore the Nominating Committee does not need to meet; we will go with what was presented at the last meeting plus Ms. Hill. The Officers to be presented at the March meeting for affirmation will be as follows:

· President: Paul David Roman
· Executive Vice President: John C. Saccenti
· Vice President: Joan Valas
· Secretary: Stephen J. Papenberg
· Treasurer: Steve Ember
· At–Large Members: (no vote required) Christine Harris, Diana Lackman and Laura O’Reilly–Stanzilis as Past Presidents 
· At–Large Members (to be voted on): Robert Uhrik, Jojy Cheriyan, Donna Lisi, Joann Hill

Currently we have 2 additional vacancies; potentially 5 vacancies if slots since 3 slots are filled by past presidents. 

The motion to accept the nomination of Slate of Officers for 2026 and 2027: MSP: Ember, Papenberg.

The Executive Committee list will be presented to the members at the March meeting. 

Derrick Webb asked for clarification of an organizational membership; President Roman explained the various levels of membership. Mr. Webb suggested that NJLBHA Board members should reach out to Health Depts to help recruit more boards. 

H. Public Health Associations Collaborative Effort (PHACE)
President Roman reported that the next PHACE meeting is March 23, 2026.

I. Public Health Institute — No report

J. Public Health Council — President Roman reported a second access meeting for the members is scheduled for February 26, 2026. The next Council meeting is March 9, 2026.

K. Liaison Reports — No report

L. Old Business
President Roman reported that he has not met with Colleen Wharton from Rutgers University’s School of Public Health regarding the training in the past few weeks. Ms. Wharton is waiting for the Orientation Manual revisions to be completed by President Roman. 

President Roman reported that NJACCHO and DOH have a combined steering committee working on the Transformational 21 C Costing Study. The combined steering committee is working together to modify and expand the report. This report will serve as a basis for future long term funding for public health.

Meeting dates revised to be held on:
April 11	May 9 		June is TBA

Ms. Lisi will not be attend May 9th. There is an event scheduled for the day, hosted by the Huntington Somerset County. The Army National Guard is coordinating Vape Take Back Day. The event will involve the schools in the two counties including Huntington where a group from the Army National Guard will go around collecting the vapes the week before the event. Ms. Lisi provided additional details of the event.

Ms. Lisi reported that Trust for America’s Health is hosting a series of monthly webinars on age friendly public health information.

16. 	New Business — No report
17. 	Educational Presentation (as necessary) — No report
18. 	General Discussion — No report
19. 	Announcement of Next Meeting:
March 14, 2026 at 10:00 am
Zoom Meeting Link:	https://zoom.us/j/93466224975
Meeting ID: 934 6622 4975
	
Dial by your location
929 205 6099 		Meeting ID: 934 6622 4975

20.	Adjournment
	Motion to adjourn at 11:53 am: MSP: Saccenti, Lisi

Respectfully submitted,

  Julie M. Moy	
Julie M. Moy, Recording Secretary
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